College Terms Made Easy!

Are you confused by many terms related to college? Use this list to help!

Application

· The form a student fills out in order to be accepted to a college

· Usually done online

· May require a fee

Letter of recommendation

· Written by a teacher, counselor, employer, or principal for college acceptance or scholarships

· Highlights a student’s strengths and accomplishments

Transcript

· Copy of student’s grades, number of credits earned and test scores that is sent to a college

· Only official if sent directly from the school

Open house

· Opportunity for potential students to visit a college and meet with students and staff and receive a tour of campus

· Usually occurs in the fall or spring before high school graduation

Recruiter

· a person who takes part in finding and enrolling people in a particular school or branch of the military

Major

· the subject of study in which a student chooses to specialize.

· The college will specify the number of required hours and sequence of courses

Minor

· The secondary field of study or area of concentration

· Usually requires approximately 18 credits

General Education Requirements

· Classes that students have to take for every major.

· Usually taken during the 1st and 2nd years of college

Transfer

· To change colleges before you have completed your degree

· The new university may or may not accept these credits

Technical school

· School that provide education for specific skills and trades

· Awards certificates

Community college

· Schools that offer 2 year programs that immediately lead to jobs or transfer to a 4 year university

· Awards certificates and Associates Degrees

Public College/University

· school that is supported by the state

· the state pays part of the school’s operation cost

· students who are residents of that state usually pay a lower amount for tuition

Private College

· a school that is not supported by the state and relies on private funding

· may be associate with a church

Associate’s Degree

· a two year degree, sometimes completed at a community college

· may be transferred to a 4 year degree

Bachelor’s degree

· the degree granted after the completion of a 4 year program at a university

Master’s degree

· an advanced college degree earned after a bachelor’s degree

· usually takes 2-3 years for a fulltime student to complete

Doctorate

· the highest university degree

Financial Aid

· Money that a student receives to go to college

· This money can come from a variety of sources

FAFSA 
· Free Application for Federal Student Aid

· The form used to file for financial aid for colleges

· Must be completed online

· Determines how much money a family should be able to contribute and how much the student will receive in aid

Scholarships

· A type of financial aid that is NOT paid back

· awarded by public or private organizations 

· usually based on GPA, test scores and community service

Grant

· a type of financial aid that is NOT paid back

· awarded by state or federal government

· usually based only on income

Loan

· a type of financial aid that must be paid back

· available from the government or banks

Work Study

· a type of financial aid that is not paid back

· students work at on campus jobs and receive money for school
